
North Solihull Cluster Approach—Definitions for the Key  

Strategic Investment Cluster 
These are broad areas within which residential, mixed use and 
non-residential development could take place around Key areas of 
investment, such as new Village Centres, new Primary Schools 
and Health Centres. The Clusters will include areas of new hous-
ing, improved public transport and open space. 

A Cluster may cover a number of ‘neighbourhoods’ including those 
with an agreed Neighbourhood Plan.  The plans for a Strategic In-

vestment Cluster will not change the agreed Neighbourhood 
Plans for Craig Croft, North Arran Way and Kingshurst and Babb's 
Mill. 

Town Centre Redevelopment Area 
The regeneration of Chelmsley Wood Town Centre is already un-
derway. There are however further opportunities to improve the 
area surrounding the Town Centre and complement the work that 
is currently being undertaken. 

Strategic Green Space  
Major areas of green space which are used by residents across 
the area. 

Opportunity Areas 
These are broad areas outside of a Cluster where there may be 
opportunities for future housing development. 

Village Centre Developments 
Village Centres aim to bring together key facilities and services 
such as primary schools, health, employment, new shops and 
housing in order to create a focal point for the local community.  

Secondary, Special & Further Education Sites. 
These are the locations of the Secondary Schools, Special 
Schools, Solihull College, Grace Academy and CTC Academy.  All 
of the secondary schools are being rebuilt under the Council’s  
‘Building Schools for the Future’ scheme. 

Agreed New Primary School Sites 
This shows where some of the new Primary Schools will be built.  
These schools include:    

• Kingshurst (new school opened), 

• North Arran Way (under construction) 

• St. Anne's Catholic Primary School (Planning Consent 
granted)  

• Bishop Wilson C.E. Primary School (part of the new Craig 
Croft Village Centre) 

• Yorkswood Primary School,  

• Windy Arbor Primary School, 

Primary School Sites to be determined 
Solihull Council is currently undertaking a Statutory Consultation 
on combining Primary Schools in North Solihull. The locations for 
the new Coleshill Heath/Alcott Hall Primary School and Bennett’s 
Well & Hatchford School building are yet to be determined. St. An-
thony’s Catholic Primary School & St. Johns Catholic Primary 
School may be combined in the future and the location  is to be 
decided. 

Strategic Green Space Enhancements 
This is where we believe significant improvements to major areas 
of green space will be or have been undertaken over the life of the 
project.  There are no detailed proposals for these improvements 
yet, residents will be consulted on these proposals as they come 
forward. 

Key Gateways 
These are key areas where people come into North Solihull using 
the main transport links such as the Collector Road, M42 and M6.  
These areas also link North Solihull to the adjacent areas of  Cas-
tle Bromwich, Birmingham & Marston Green. 



Background 

Why we are carrying out this review. 

The North Solihull Partnership wants to reiterate its commitment  to delivering regeneration in North Solihull and reflect on our achievements 
to date. The review is a robust and considered response to the housing market downturn and will form the basis of how we continue to de-
liver  the regeneration of North Solihull over the life of the project. The review also seeks to build on what we have learnt from neighbourhood 
planning Craig Croft, North Arran Way and Kingshurst and Babb's Mill.  

The Strategic Framework 

The North Solihull Strategic Framework is the over-arching plan that underpins all of the key elements of Regeneration in North Solihull.  It 

was adopted by Solihull Council as Supplementary Planning Guidance in February 2005 and sets out a Vision which sees North Solihull as 
a place with: 

• Quality of life and choice 

• An engaged and active population 

• A place of first class connections 

• A distinctive character defined by open space 

The Key Principles and Objectives that underpin the Strategic Framework remain central      
to the regeneration of North Solihull and have not changed.  

The key principles of the regeneration project are: 

The Partnership and the Council are committed to the delivery of these objectives but believe that in order for the regeneration to move for-
ward at this time, the following ‘Principles’ also need to underpin the regeneration activity. 

Improve the Quality of Open Space in North Solihull  

• The Partnership remain committed to ensuring that North Solihull 
benefits from high quality areas of open space, improved areas for 
play and recreation and public facilities.  However, in order to meet 
the objectives of the Strategic Framework, some areas of open 
space will be identified for future housing development.  

• Where this happens, proposals will also be brought forward to im-
prove the quality of retained open space (e.g. Lanchester Park). 

Maximise Housing Growth 

• Housing growth in North Solihull is critical to the Partnership’s 
Financial Plan.

• North Solihull is now regarded by Government as a ‘Growth 
Point’. 

• The Council supports the Regional Spatial Strategy which in-
cludes achieving a minimum 7600 additional new homes. 

• The Local Authority is currently undertaking a Statutory Consul-
tation on its Local Development Framework, which looks at the 
options for delivering this housing growth.  

• Land within the regeneration area, including surplus school land 
will be identified for future housing development..

• To improve the quality of life in North Solihull through large scale holistic regeneration 
over the next 15-20 years. 

• To deliver regeneration that the communities of North Solihull are involved in and com-
mitted to. 

• To create high quality neighbourhoods, each with a distinctive sense of place. 
• To create healthy, safe communities where all have equality of access. 
• To increase prosperity through improved education, employment and transport. 
• To deliver sustainable development in order that the quality of life of present and future 

generations is protected and enhanced.



How the project is funded 

As with all major regeneration projects, the current housing market downturn means that there is less money from land sales coming into 
the Partnership. However, Solihull Council and the North Solihull Partnership is committed to making sure that Regenerating North Solihull 
continues to move forward and bring about real change in North Solihull.    

In order to do this, the Partnership must review its plans for the coming years and prepare a Financial Plan that can respond to both the cur-
rent economic climate and to changes as the economy and housing market improve in the future. 

What happens next

We are carrying out public consultation on the proposals until Monday 16th February 2009. 

Following the public consultation, during February and March we will be finalising our financial plan for bringing forward the regeneration of 
North Solihull. In particular, we will formally agree the Clusters within which we start to develop Spatial Masterplans. 

We will provide feedback on this consultation and give timescales for the first spatial masterplans in the Spring. 

North Solihull Partnership funding model

The majority of the regeneration work undertaken by the North Solihull Partnership is funded through a ‘recycling system’ where land owned 
by Solihull Council and some private owners is sold to the Partnership and which the Partnership then sells to Bellway, with planning per-
mission.  All of the proceeds from these land sales go back into the project to help deliver regeneration in North Solihull. 



Key changes. 

Bringing Forward Regeneration – A New Approach 

The Strategic Framework sets out a basis for bringing forward regeneration proposals through a series of 15 Neighbourhood Plans, devel-
oped in consultation with the local community. Neighbourhood Plans have been approved for three areas; Craig Croft, North Arran Way and 
Kingshurst and Babb's Mill and work is well underway in these areas. 

We have learned a number of lessons from these initial Neighbourhood Plans and the implementation of early development sites.  We be-
lieve that in order to bring forward regeneration proposals that are joined up and holistic, the approach must move from a ‘neighbourhood 
specific’ basis to one that is centred around key areas of investment and which cuts across neighbourhood boundaries.  This will be achieved 
through a planning approach based on              

Clusters.   

The Cluster Approach focuses on bringing for-
ward regeneration activities around large-scale 
investments such as new schools and village 
centres.  The Cluster Plan shows broad areas 
within which new residential, mixed-use and 
non-residential development could take place 
and the key investment focus in each area. 
  

Involving Communities 

Each Spatial Masterplan will take around six months to develop, in consultation with the local community and key stakeholders.  There will 
be two stages of public consultation during this process, where you will be invited to give your views on the proposals for your area.  The 
Spatial Masterplan will then be submitted to Solihull Council for approval. Once ap-

proved, an Outline Planning Application will be submitted. 

We will then bring forward Detailed Planning Applications for individual 
schemes.  Before we submit a detailed planning application, we will invite you to 
look at the plans and give your comments.  You will also be able to give your views 
during the Statutory Planning Process. 

Timescales for implementing the Spatial Masterplans (e.g. rehousing, demolition, 
construction) will be agreed once the Spatial Masterplan has been approved 

The focus for each cluster has started to be identified and includes Village Centres 
(shops, community facilities, new schools), Employment areas, Education & Training 
facilities, Healthcare facilities, Strategic Transport routes and Open Space.  The    

Cluster Plan does not identify specific areas of demolition.   

Specific regeneration proposals for each Cluster will be brought forward through a se-

ries of Spatial Masterplans.  These are similar to Neighbourhood Plans in that they 
will identify the key areas of change within a cluster area, including areas for demoli-
tion, new housing, street networks, new facilities and improved open space.  The Spa-
tial Masterplans will also identify the type of buildings that will be built in the area. 



New homes to rent and buy 

Alcott Grove 

Keepers Gate 

Burtons Farm Park 

Developed Neighbourhood plans for Craig 
Croft, North Arran Way and Kingshurst and 
Babb’s Mill 

New Primary Schools

Achievements 

Kingshurst Primary 

Kingfisher Primary 

£500,000 invested in 
green space 

Chapelhouse Recreational Ground 

Resident Implementation Groups 

£500,000 invested in 
community initiatives.

Alvin Fellows 
Chairperson Kingshurst RIG

Craig Croft RIG

Steven Brown 

NS Fusion Project 

Regeneration and Renewal         
Magazine, Partnership of the Year  
award 2008 


